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Utah head coach Kyle Whittingham watches the Utes’ game against Colorado on Nov. 25, 2023, at Rice-Ecdes
Stadium. Utah is moving from the Pac-12 to the Big 12 next season.
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summit of difficult road stops in
all of college football. It's a tribute
to the team and to its fans,
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So, wh r you land on the
sliding scale of philosophical de-
bate over image being everything
or image being nothing
you've got to admit, competitively
speaking, owning one that puts bits
of doubt in opponents and stirs just
the right amount of confidence ina
football team is useful. Better to be
respected or feared than to be dis-
counted or laughed at
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Then-Utah Jazz general manager Kevin O'Connor, center, talks with Nick Gilbert, the son of Cleveland Cav-
aliers owner Dan Gilbert, at the 2011 NBA Draft Lottery in Secaucus, N.J. as David Kahn, left, then-general
manager of the Minnesota Timberwolves, looks off to the side.
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Brighton
been a crucial part of the Bengals’ pitching

rotation this season.

Beames has been
money on mound
for Brighton High

By ERIC BUTLER
The Fibune

A three-sport athlete, Brigh-
ton's Case Beames has plenty to

upheld his end of the bargain ev-
ery time, as Brighton entered May
with a perfect 17-0 region record.

Beames has a 4-0 mark on the
mound, with a minuscule 1.11

do. But no role is as prominent  ERA. The janior swings a good
as the one he has on the Bengals’ k, too, with a .490 batting
‘baseball team. average, but it’s pitching where
Brighton started the Beames sees his future.
season by losing two == “Tlove them both If]
ofits first three games. Case Beames  playat the next level, it
It's been all about win- would be for pitching,”
ningever since forthe  School » Brighton ~ Beames said. “Last
Bengals, whorattiedoff  Grade » Junior year, I was mainly fast-
18victoriesinarowin Sports » Baseball,  ball and curveball But
the aftermath of the football, basketball this year, my changeup
slow start. has been just as good
*“1 think we're sur- and I've been throw-
ingitalot more.”

prising a lot of people, the way
we've played,” Beames said. “We
lost the first two games of the sea-
son, but we were just getting into it.
Ever since then, we've been rolling ™

Beames has generally been
tasked to finish off three-game
sets with Region 6 rivals, which
are single gnm(s on Tuesdav
Wednesday and Fr V.

As a pitcher, lhamcs has

A receiver for the Bengals in
football, and a guard in basket-
ball, Beames is lil to see his
contributions increase exponen-
tially during his senior year.

But he's already arrived on the
diamond,

“Yeah, it's increased a lot, &5
* Gally when I'm pitching " he
“Thave to be locked in every game.”

QB Goff has earned
contract extension,
Lions GM Holmes says

By NICK BAUMGARDNER
and AMOS MORALE 1l
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first 'mu in 30 years and two
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er. He fin-
the NFL in pass-
d fourth in
touchdown passes (30).
Since joining the Lions as
part of the trade that s-nt quar-
terback Matthew Stafford to the
Los Angeles Rams in 2021, Goff
has thrown for the fourth-most
ards (12.258) and seventh-most
ouchdowns (78) ¢
'\m} in the NFL.
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Goff's ontract is expected
to flirt with $50 million annual-
Iy — a number currently reserved

for l’.-nx k Mahomes, Joe Bur-
row. Justin Herbert, Lamar Jack-
son and Jalen Hurts. Additionaily,
Trevor Lawrence. Tua Tagovailoa
and Dak Prescott could all be
looking at new extensions.

The market is going to dictate
the terms of Goff’s next deal
Holmes was clear about that
How far along Detroit waits he-
fore getting something done,
though, will be an interesting
quu«m,n The Lions drafted

season .'\n A while the
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college knee injury
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